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Donald G. 


Staten Island, smallest of the five 
boroughs of the City of New York, 
can point with justifiable pride as 
having been the birthplace of many 
prominent Americans, not the least 
among them being Donald G. 
Colquhoun, who was born there on 
September 7, 1897. His father and 
mother were natives of Glasgow 
and Dumbarton, Scotland. He at- 
tended the public schools of the 
Island, but because of the early 
death of his father, his formal edu- 
cation had to yield to the more 
urgent necessities of just plain 
living. Night study of courses by 
the Walton School of Commerce 
furnished the tools with which he 
forged his career in public account- 
ing. 

After a year or two as an office 
boy with a New York firm of public 
accountants, Mr. Colquhoun ac- 
cepted a position in the auditor’s 
office of the old Hotel Knicker- 
bocker, at 42nd Street and Broad- 
way. In his four years with the 
hotel, he held several: positions and 
acquired (as his many friends will 
testify) a practically inexhaustible 
store of anecdotes. 

After a year with another ac- 
counting firm, he applied in De- 
cember 1918 for a position with 
L. R. B. & M. In 1930 Mr. 


Colquhoun 


Colquhoun left the organization to 
go with Stone & Webster and 
Blodget, Inc., in their new business 
department, where he remained for 
about a year and a half before re- 
turning to the L. R. B. & M. fold. 

Mr. Colquhoun left the New 
York office in 1943, where he had 
been in charge of some of our 
largest and most intricate engage- 
ments, to become manager of the 
Los Angeles office. On October 1, 
1944, he became a partner in the 
firm. 

He was a certified public ac- 
countant of California and New 
York, and a member of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Accountants, the 
California Society of Certified Public 
Accountants, the New York State 
Society of Certified Public Ac- 
countants, the National Association 
of Cost Accountants and the Los 
Angeles Chamber of Commerce, 
and an associate member of the 
Institute of Internal Auditors. 

He was a member of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church and, before 
going to Los Angeles, was active in 
church and civic affairs in Great 
Neck, Long Island. 

In 1937 Mr. Colquhoun married 
Miss Bernice M. Smith, formerly 
of the New York office stenographic 
department, who survives him. 
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Tributes to the Memory of Donald G. Colquhoun 
from Partners in New York and Los Angeles 


The death of our partner, Donald 
G. Colquhoun, comes as a great 
sorrow to all of us. He had those 
qualities which made him an out- 
standing member of our organiza- 
tion—happy in his relations with 
his associates—capable of handling 
the most difficult engagements— 
respected and liked by our clients. 

It was a pleasure to welcome him 
into our partnership family. What 
a tragedy that a career, so promis- 
ing, was brought to such a sudden 
close just in the prime of his life. 

WILLIAM M. LYBRAND. 

I feel so badly about Cal’s leaving 
us that I cannot find words to 
express my personal feeling of 
loss. One rarely hears expressions 
such as those we are now hearing. 
They may sound extravagant. On 
the contrary, they are from the 
hearts of those who knew him well; 
who have known him best. 

Cal deserved all the tributes he 
has received. We have lost a dear 
friend and partner. 

ROBERT H. MONTGOMERY. 

Donald Colquhoun had that com- 
bination of qualities which are the 
envy of those not so fortunately 
endowed. He was popular with 
those he met in various capacities, 
whether fellow members of the 
L. R. B. & M. staff which he 


joined 27 years ago, whether clients 
of the firm with whom our engage- 
ments brought him into contact, or 
whether friends and acquaintances 
of whom he had many. He was 
able and resourceful, talents which 
our clients were quick to discover. 
He was industrious and capable of 
long and sustained application to 
the problems arising in the engage- 
ments which he was called upon to 
handle. 

In the earlier days of his service 
on our staff he and I had particu- 
larly close contact on an engage- 
ment which involved many differ- 
ent accounting and tax questions, 
some of them of an unusual char- 
acter. It did not take me long to 
appreciate his versatility and his 
fundamental soundness as an ac- 
countant. 

His admission to membership in 
our firm was a recognition of his 
having earned it, and being quali- 
fied for it, in every sense of the 
word. It is tragic that he should 
have been taken from us so soon 
after that recognition had come to 
him. We shall miss him sorely in 
the days to come. 

WALTER A. STAUB. 





With a heart laden with grief, I 
undertake the task of briefly de- 
scribing some of the many fine 
traits of character which D. G. 
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Colquhoun possessed and which 
endeared him to all. 

Cal was big, not merely physi- 
cally big but big in other and more 
important ways. He was big enough 
to avoid all petty deceits or affecta- 
tions, he never posed or sought to 
curry favor through flattery, never 
a person more truthful in every 
word and action. His generosity 
and helpfulness were outstanding. 
Every man in our organization who 
had the good fortune to have 
worked with him found in him an 
ever patient and helpful mentor 
and was benefitted by association 
with him. 

It was my good fortune to meet 
up with Cal in 1919 within a few 
months after we had joined the 
staff. For the better part of a year 
we worked together side by side 
each day and many evenings, we 
lived. together in one room in a 
boarding house, we ate together, 
and evenings that were free we 
spent together at movies, bowling, 
cards or just enjoying each others 
company while engaged in idle or 
fruitful conversation. I remember 
particularly the deep loving rever- 
ence he had for his mother with 
whom he was then living and the 
thoughtful regularity of his tele- 
phone conversations with her, his 
Solicitude for her comfort and 
health. I can conscientiously say 
that in that time no harsh or irri- 
tating note intruded upon our 
enjoyments. The promise of under- 
standing considerate friendship 


which was born in those days 
ripened and flowered throughout 
the years and is to me a treasured 
memory. No one, not even Cal, 
was happier than I when a year ago 
the firm, in recognition of his out- 
standing capabilities and unswerv- 
ing loyalty to its ideals, took him 
into the partnership. 

Cal has gone on but the impres- 
sion he made upon the hearts and 
lives of his many friends will ever 
remain. 

PRIOR SINCLAIR. 

It was in the Fall of 1918 that I 
first met ‘“‘Cal’’ when he came to 
Albany, ostensibly as a junior, to 
help out on Barge Canal jobs. In 
almost no time he was carrying on 
in charge of a job—actyally, if not 
in name. He was, I suppose, only 
about 21 years of age. But even 
then he had sound accounting sense, 
and first rate ability. Moreover he 
was a most likeable person. 

The promise of youth was abun- 
dantly fulfilled in later years. 

I have respected his ability and 
sense and have liked him personally. 
Who that knew him could do other- 
wise? 

HERMON F. BELL. 





At the time of his passing, Don 
Colquhoun and I had been sharing 
partnership responsibilities at the 
Los Angeles office for only nine and 
a half months, and they were happy 
months. I think we loved each 
other. I know I loved him. 
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We had known each other for 
more than twenty years. We first 
met in 1923 while I was assigned 
one summer by Boston to the New 
York office. Cal worked with me on 
a lumber company engagement. 
In those two or three weeks he 
made a vivid impression that never 
wore off. 

After that we met once or twice 
a year in New York and, on oc- 
casions during the last ten years, 
during trips Cal made to the coast 
on the affairs of an important 
client. In the Fall of 1943 the firm 
consented to his transfer to Los 
Angeles as manager of the office, 
and in 1944 he became a partner in 
the firm. 

Although Cal was outstanding as 
an accountant, his technical ability 
was overshadowed by a personality 
the flavor and spiritual quality of 
which made him stand out from all 
other men. 

We shall miss Cal, but are richer 
for having been privileged to know 
him. 

WALTER B. GIBSON. 


Many will long remember Cal for 
many reasons. I leave to others 
eulogies of his professional talents 
and accomplishments. I shall re- 
member him for that quality of his 
personality without which technical 
competence commands respect but 
not affection. Cal was human and 
humane. His deep and sustaining 
friendliness was not buried. You 
did not need to probe for it. It 
sought you out. He was tolerant 
beyond the ordinary meaning of the 
word and understanding of all 
human frailties except, I think, 
pretense. He had no acquaintances 
—only friends—and he made them 
as naturally as he breathed. 

The period of our association 
covered a span of almost twenty 
years. In twenty years there is 
much that you can learn of a man 
and there are many things I could 
write of Cal. To me, they are all 
transcended by the one fact that 
he was my friend. 

I shall miss him as one misses a 
friend. 


ALVIN R. JENNINGS. 
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A Tribute from the New York Staff 


The following tribute to Mr. Colquhoun was written by Mr. L. H. my ay member 
e 


of the New York staff and editor of the Broad St. Post. It appeared in t 


July issue of 


that paper, and is reproduced here as typifying the place which Cal had in the hearts of his 


fellow workers in New York. 


On July 11, without forewarning 
of any kind, Cal leaned back sud- 
denly in his chair and, in a few 
moments, passed away. 

Just as quickly as that. 

His passing removes from our 
midst one of the finest, the most 
likeable men that ever lived. 

As an accountant, Cal was second 
to none. He packed more horse 
sense in one little finger than most 
of us have in our whole bodies. 
Even before he knew the theory of 
accounts, he was a top flight 
auditor, and had still to meet the 
problem he couldn’t solve with very 
little help from anyone. As a con- 
sequence the firm turned over to 
hime some of the toughest, the 
most intricate jobs that came up, 
knowing that Cal would come up 
with the right answer. He was 
just naturally smart, and any time 
you differed with him, you had to 
go some to prove he was wrong. 

But even if he hadn’t been so 
capable, he would still leave a 
terrific hole in the L. R. B. & M. 
organization. Every person who 
knew Cal just had to like him; 
nobody disliked him. Cal had a 
sense of humor, an enthusiasm, a 
sense of loyalty, a liking for people 
that you can write about only in 
terms of superlatives. And we're 


not saying that merely to speak 
well of the dead. 

Well over six feet in height, 
weighing 230 pounds, everything 
about Cal was big. And his heart 
was in proportion. If ever it could 
be said of a man that he was 
generous to a fault, Cal was the 
man. He was asoft touch. Toan- 
other person’s hard luck story, he 
gave more than an attentive ear. 
He sometimes affected a rough 
exterior, but you had only to talk 
to him five minutes to know that he 
was a good guy. In another five 
minutes you were calling him‘‘ Cal.” 

In his relations with the men who 
worked for him, Cal was tops. If a 
man didn’t understand something, 
Cal went to great pains to explain 
it. If aman made a bull, Cal’s only 
concern was correcting it. He was 
constantly pushing his men into 
positions of greater responsibility 
where they could soon take over. 
Any number of men owe to him 
much of their present standing in 
and with the firm. Not one to be 
impressed by people in high places, 
Cal was known sometimes to speak 
sharply to partners of the firm— 
theoretically his superiors—but he 
never gave his men a single un- 
comfortable moment. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Tributes to Donald G. Colquhoun from Clients and 
the Accountancy Profession* 


I wish to add my condolences for 
the great loss which not only your 
organization has suffered, but also 
Mr. Colquhoun’s family, on his un- 
timely death. 

If only he could have known what 
good feeling we held for him. It is 
indeed unfortunate that we do not 
hand out our bouquets to the living 
that they might enjoy them here, 
not hereafter, but at least it is not 
too late to add my sympathy and 
sorrow for his family. 

Will you be good enough to send 
this letter to Mr. Colquhoun’s 
family to let them know there are 
some in this world who do appreci- 
ate goodness, bigness, and helpful- 
ness in those associated with us in 
our commercial lives. 





Cal always had such a vibrant 
personality it is difficult to associate 
him with anything but the fullness 
and richness of living. His was one 
of the cheeriest of dispositions we 
shall all sadly miss. 





Mr. Colquhoun joined the New 
York State Society of Certified 
Public Accountants in November 
1938, and was a respected member, 





*The letters and telegrams reproduced 
below are but a few of the many received by 
Mrs. Colquhoun and our firm and are indica- 
tive of the esteem in which Mr. Colquhoun 
was held by clients and the accounting 
profession. 


and in his death this society, as well 
as the accountancy profession at 
large, has sustained the loss of an 
able and loyal member. 





While Mr. Colquhoun had not 
been associated with the Los 
Angeles Chapter of the National 
Association of Cost Accountants 
for a very long time, those of us 
who had the opportunity of making 
his acquaintance were much im- 
pressed by his fine character. His 
untimely demise is a severe loss to 
our Chapter and one which will not 
easily be forgotten. 





I shall always remember Cal as 
a grand and generous fellow—one of 
my first and best friends with 
L. R. B. & M. He was kind and 
helpful to me always from the 
somewhat timorous days of my first 
connection with. that great firm. 
His professional and personal char- 
acteristics were such as to endear 
him to many and his loss to us all 
will remain touching and deep. 





I was very sorry to receive the 
announcement from your office of 
the death of Donald G. Colquhoun. 

I know his going will be a great 
loss to you and to the others in your 
firm, as well as to many people on 
the outside. 
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Tributes from Associates in the New York and 
Los Angeles Offices 


Within a few months from the 
time Don Colquhoun joined the 
Los Angeles organization late in 
1943, he was one of its most popular 
and respected members. Don’s 
limitless energy, great heart, and 
eagerness to lend a helping hand 
deeply impressed us all. 

There was no such thing as for- 
mality with Don. Whether review- 
ing working papers, discussing staff 
problems, or setting the pace at our 
relaxing staff bowling parties, Don 
quickly dissolved all reserves with 
his democratic. ways and his tre- 
mendous enthusiasm, and it be- 
came shortly apparent to all who 
knew him that behind all his 
boundless joy in living was a sin- 
cere love of his fellow men and a 
deep-rooted conviction that nothing 
in life was quite so worth while as 
drawing forth the best of someone 
else’s capabilities with an inspired 
touch of encouragement. 





It is difficult to express in words 
Don’s likeable personality and ex- 
cellent ability. To say that he was 
liked by all who knew him is a 
feeble estimate of his popularity. 
We have lost a valuable friend. 





Cal instilled in each individual 
he contacted a feeling of brotherly 
love and radiated a_ personality 


that gave each within himself a 
renewed confidence. 

Mere words are inadequate to 
express the seeming loss of the 
material Cal but, since such a 
spirit as his continues on, he re- 
Mains a sustaining influence to his 
many friends. 

I probably did more work for Cal 
than any other senior in the Los 
Angeles office. We seemed to hit it 
off at the very start. I'll never 
know why—whether it was that I 
was able to meet him on a common 
and favorite ground of his—hotels, 
or whether Cal liked certain idioms 
I acquired in my early youth among 
the lumbermen of the Pacific North- 
west. There were certain qualities 
in Donald G. Colquhoun that all 
men admire: honesty, simplicity, 
humbleness, and directness. 

I returned to the office from 
an out-of-town assignment shortly 
after the L. R. B. & M. JOURNAL had 
been received containing the an- 
nouncement of the admission of the 
several new partners to the firm, 
together with their pictures and 
biographical sketches. Cal had 
selected an office which was readily 
accessible to his associates, and I 
walked in to offer my congratula- 
tions. Cal sat there with a copy of 
the JOURNAL in his hand. I made 
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the conventional remarks, and we 
talked for a bit. Finally, holding up 
the JOURNAL, Cal remarked very 
humbly, “‘ You know, I had to leave 
school at fourteen and all those other 
fellows (the new partners) attended 
college and have degrees.”’ I nearly 
choked. Here I held a bachelor’s 
degree, a master’s degree, a Cali- 
fornia C. P. A. certificate, and had 
completed half the required work 
toward a Ph.D., plus nearly eight 
years of full time university teach- 
ing and an additional seven years of 
part time teaching, and in all my 
experience I had not met a better 
teacher than Donald G. Colquhoun, 
nor a mind more constructively 
alert. 





It is difficult to write about Cal 
because it is very difficult to real- 
ize that he is gone. It is easy to 
forget someone for whom you had 
no regard or affection, but it will be 
impossible to forget Cal. His mem- 
ory will remain with those with 
whom he worked in this office. 

Cal had an understanding of 
human nature that is not inborn, 
but one that came to him as a result 
of his own struggles and efforts to 
achieve his ambition with the firm. 

Probably the most important 
thing about his admission to part- 
nershir was that it never made him 
forget his many struggling years 
along the way. His success never 
changed Cal, not even slightly; he 
remained the same unassuming 
person. There was nothing of the 


“stuffed shirt’’ about him; he was 
real, he was genuine, and, above 
all, he was human; and, being 
human, he realized that people make 
mistakes—and was always ready to 
admit his own. 

I knew Don but a comparatively 
short time, yet I felt as though I 
had known him for many, many, 
years. I think that this feeling 
typifies what, to me, was his out- 
standing characteristic, that of in- 
nate friendliness and unpretentious- 
ness. Upon first meeting I was 
struck with his cheerfulness and 
simple cordiality. The impression 
of these most important attributes 
was so great that it almost over- 
shadowed his tremendous ability 
as an accountant and report writer 
which could be appreciated only 
through the privilege of working 
with him. 

Don Colquhoun is dead. A 
telephone call tells that his life has 
closed at the moment when it 
seemed to have reached its full 
blossom and promise. 

The measure of those four words 
is hard to accept; their real signifi- 
cance can only be learned in the 
days to come. 

Don had come in our midst a 
stranger to most of us, and yet in 
the short time that we were privi- 
leged to know him he was never a 
“stranger” to any of us. Even those 
who had but scant contact with his 
(Continued on page 12) 
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Donald G. Colquhoun 


Our firm has lost a capable and 
beloved member in the passing of 
Donald G. Colquhoun. 

Cal was a “big” man—big in 
body, mind and spirit. The tributes 
which appear on other pages of the 
JOURNAL attest to the deep im- 


pression he made on those with 
whom he came in contact. That 
he should be taken from us in the 
prime of life makes his passing 
especially tragic. 


Our deepest sympathy goes to 
Mrs. Colquhoun in her bereave- 
ment. 
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Tributes from Associates in the New York and 
Los Angeles Offices 


(Continued from page 10) 


fine personality felt that here was 
a man who was more true, more full 
of life, more able to express the joy 
of living than any other. Here was 
a voice that was able to do justice 
to hope, a voice that spoke of cour- 
age and practiced kindness; here 
indeed was a friend. 

That voice is gone. Only the 
echoes and the memories remain 
but they will linger forever. 





Cal was a man’s man. He lived 
as a free man should and as many 
who knew him would like to have 
lived if they were not afraid to 
express themselves. 


Cal had a fine brain. He had that 
rare combination, common sense 
and technical skill. He was not an 
introvert and hence saw men and 
his work objectively. He would 
have been outstanding in any field 
of endeavor, as he was in the ac- 
counting field. His capacity for 
concentration and his tremendous 
energy were given unsparingly to 
his work. 

I am better for having known him 
because he had the courage to do 
all that is becoming to a real man. 

Wherever Cal has gone I want to 
go there when my time comes and 
listen to his cheery “Hullo, Bergie’’! 





A Tribute from the New York Staff 
(Continued from page 7) 


In 1940, when Al Jennings and 
Chris Knoll were made partners, it 
was Cal who said, “‘Let’s celebrate. 
Let’s give the boys a dinner.” It 
was he who spark-plugged the grid- 
iron dinner that most of us re- 
member and still talk about. 

When he left in 1943 to become 
manager of the Los Angeles office, 


we were glad he got the break. His 
elevation to partnership in 1944 met 
with unanimous approval. Cer- 
tainly everyone in the place was 
squeezing for him. 

To say that he’ll be sorely missed 
is the ultimate in understatement. 
We'll miss him more than we can 
say. 
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